Leyton Orient V Hereford United

Johnston’s Paint Trophy Southern Quarter Final

10.11.09 

1-1 (2-3 pens)

James Kemble & Joe Davis 

A superb penalty save by Hereford’s  Adam Bartlett denied Leyton the chance to secure a semi final place in the Johnston’s Paint Trophy, despite a last minute reprieve by the ‘O’s.
Hereford  were seconds from winning in normal time, but denied victory when Jason Demetriou rifled home an 18 yard strike with virtually the last kick off the game. Hereford had taken the lead on the 24th minute, against the run of play. Leon Constantine slotted in a goal from 12 yards out after Gavin McCallum and Edrissa Sonko opened up the O’s left flank, and McCallum pulled it back from the byline for Constantine to put in the back of the net.

Orient dominated possession throughout the first half but failed to convert any chances.  James Scowcroft had numerous opportunities with his head, yet failed to direct any on target. A half time substitution saw Sean Thornton replacing highly rated winger Andros Townsend, who hadn’t made any impact on the game. 
The second half was much the same as the first, as Hereford sat back and waited to counter Orient on the break. Ryan Jarvis squandered some good work after beating off two Hereford defenders, only to see his shot saved. The O’s continued to pile on the pressure, but numerous free-kicks from dangerous positions, all ended in the back of the stand -to the moans and groans of the home crowd. As fans started to leave the Matchroom Stadium, the last gasp shot from Jason Demetriou rescued the O’s with a superb solo effort forcing a penalty shot-out. Leyton’s elation was short lived as Hereford goal keeper, Adam Bartlett made a spectacular hat-trick of saves, putting Hereford through to the semis to win 3-2 on penalties and send the 158 travelling fans home happy.

